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a Poet with Pleaſure, and refleted _ | 


Y ; upon them with Improvement, ps. 
FEE ff Fare naturall 7 apt 6 quis indo 3 


=t ft and other edle ä — ee * 22 


Beauty to his Writings, and let us into 8 1 
91 and Character of their Author. To 1 %. _ 


„ tho' 
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all uſeful 
nin — og . his firſt Entrance into that U- 
5 he was 


'S : S$.% 
Poe + 4 th. 1 5 


W LIE > 


Hz » was the Son of Dr Stephen Phil, A 8 
Deacon of Sal, born at Bampton in Oxfordſbire, 
December the goth, Anno 167 6. After he was 
od in Grammar-Learning, he was ſent 

mnchefter School, where he made himſelf Ma- 
Ker of the Latin and Greet Languages, and was 
foon diſtinguiſhed for a happy Imitation of the Ex- 
cellencies, which he diſcovered i in the beſt Claſſical 
Authors. 
Wirꝝ this Foundation of good Learning, and 
very 1 of a farther Improvement in 
es, he was removed to Chrift Church 


ery much eſteemed for the Sim- 


| oficity * his Manners, the Agreeableneſs of his 


Conerfation and the uncommon Delicacy of his 


Genius, All his Univerſity Exerciſes were receiv- 
& with Applauſe ; and in that Place, fo famouy 


good Senſe, and a true Spirit, he, ima ſhort 


time Srow-dr be fiegarior to eb 
2 where, to have been their Equal only, 


ſufficient Praiſe. There it was, that, 
bn the natural Bent of 5 beſides 
other e Authors, he became inted with 


f acqual | 
Mr Aon, whom he ſtudied with Application, 
NR Rm is all bis. Gecorblat Tranflations 


from the Antients. There was not an Allufion in 
his Paradiſe Le drawn from the Thoughts or 


5 | Exprefliong of Homer, n which he could. 


not immediately refer to; and b that, He 
ceived what a Life and Grace, their 
timents added to Englih Poetry; how much * 


Images raiſed SETS, and what Weight. and 1 


* 


Language. 
the Force and E 
but, by the Example of his Darling 


ſignificant Expreſſions, and prove the due Extent, 
and Compaſs of the Langue 
e read over 5 — and $ penſer; and, 
afterwards, in his Writings, did not N to 


deſerved it; with that modeſt Liberty, which Ho- 


reſtoring of antient Expreſſions. Yet tho he was 


a profeſſed Admirer of theſe Authors, it was not . 1 


from any View of appearing in Publick for ſuch 
was his Modeſty, that he was the only Perſon who- 
did not think himſelf qualified for it : He read for 


he deefi 
others. Por was be fo K e weld Bonteys as 
to EY 
Which either 


ir Uſefulneſs, or 
excited him to purſue, He was very 

in the whole Compaſs of 8 Philoſophy ; 
and ſeemed, in his Studies, as well as his Writings, 


to have made Virgil his Pattern, and often to have 

broke out with * into th e — 

Wiſh; 
Me verd primùm 1 ante omnia Male. 


varum ſacra fero ingenti percuſſus amore, 
Hedipiant ; ; 6 yur vias & LO has ** 
4A 4 8 


. Mr Jon paffirs r 
<þ - Beauty their Words, when Tranſlated, 


Nor was he leſs curious in obſerving. 
of his Mother-Tongne, 
| Milton, ſearched. 
backwards into the Works of our ir Old Engliſh Poets, 
to furniſh himſelf with proper, ſounding, and 


gave to it 


For this purpoſe, 


1 any Words, or Phraſes, which he thought 5 


race allows of, either in the coining of new, or 


his own Pleaſure; „ 
capable of Pleaſing 


other n LR Dp 
3 k 


© Objicibus my 
uid tantum Oceano ent. 
vel ques words mora ens 5. 


EW | Give me th Ways 3 13 to INS . : 
_ Dephs of Heaven above, and Earth below... 
= . = me the various s of the Moen, 

YL | IIS Ecligſes of the Sun. _ OY 
Tides prevail upon the Mam. 
ui what dark Receſs they forink again. 
bei ſhakes the ſolid Earth, what Ceuſe delays, 
=: ing. ; Summer Nights, aud Hortons Winter Days. 
=. : I ne * 


#, 


| ad S 3 4 8 8 3 1 SES * © NY 8 

=. r intent an ſomewhat that may 4 8 

1 +  Unbealthy Mertals, and with curiaus Sea: 

3 Examines all the Projertin 7 hy 

1 2 and 21 be ot = embowall'd Barth 

3 1/plays, 1 Induſtry he can f 
ES Bane Heman Race WOE” 2x 


" Ami we "have | 


| ch might lov, 
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if + Jenn Pnities 
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. Diſcoveries made, by fo « 
ſo faithful a Recorder of Phyſical 
However, though Heath 
chat x the admirable Paſſages of thit-- 

w Kind, which we find in his Poem on GTI 
"Lows in Natural Ca the Micencls of ils Oban. 


felled in all manner of 


priv 
all that knew him, wad ied bytes Wk 
not; ſomewhat reſerved, and filent amon 
but free, familiar, and eaſy with his F 


3 0 the good Humour of a Friend. He was averſe . 


contentious Diſputes z and no Time ſo 

in ſpent, and no Wit {6 ill uſed, as that which: 

| pages 17 ge Thus he never: 

ibuted to Uneafineſs of „ 

dar often to their InſtruQion, — . 

Pleaſure. As on the es Rent: he Weis al alt 

| Strokes: of Satire; ſo, on the other, he deteſted 

Flattery as: much; and, 1 Pallene, would nacher 
have been contented witiy the cen of a 

Man, than that of à witrx, 'or feevile and, at che 

Expence of his Humanity, or: Sineerity. This: 

Sincerity, indeed, was his eng Cha-- 

: Fader; and made Nn 3 3 
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often communicated their Thoughts to each other ; 
And as their Studies lay the fame Way, much to 
their mutual Sati on, and ement. For, - 
"8 {Od Re queen Fla ure: than in a 
20 Hit can reap no 32 — the Cor⸗ 


N affected 


VF 


Kind; the Accuracy 


BY engaged him to write upon 
BLEINHETM,; and how well their Expec- 


Mr yuh rhritte he | 
wwe Coley of my Soul diſcloſe, - 9 oY 
Reveal my Pleaſure, or diſcharge my Woes „ £ 
OFT ir ther Hee hy Youth for ever n: 
The beſt of dan, of Brothers, and of Friends. 


Io is to be de eplored, indeed bn Ne ü 
Geniuſes, in whoſe Power it was to have obliged. - 

the World ſo much, ſhould make fo ſhort a Sta 
in it; though had their Date been longer, we can 
hardly fay, that Time would have added :+y thing 


but Number to their Compoſitions.” It was their 5 


Happineſs to give us all their Pieces in theie 
of their Judpment not ſuffer- 
ing them to publiſh without the greateſt Care and & 


Correctneſs. For haſty Fruits, the common Pro- 


duct of every injudicious Fancy, ſeldom continue - 


long, never come to Maturity, and are at beſt Food 


only for debauched- and- vitiated Palates. Thels. 5 i N 4 . 
Men thought, and conſidered before they ſat doꝗmwmmmm & 


to write; and after they had written too, 


ever the laſt Perſons who were fatisfied that they — = 
had performed well; and even then, perhaps, more 
in Compliment to the Opinion of others, than | 
from the Conviction of their own Judgments. +4" 7 on 


Bor it is now time that we lead our Author 85 


from his Univerſity-Friend to ſome of a' higher” 


Rank, among whom he met with an equal Ap-- 
plauſe and Admiration. The Reaſon of his late 
to Town, was the Perſuaſion of ſome great Perſons, © 

Battle of 


22 were anſwered, it will be more proper to 
on 8 we 2 _ his Works. It is 


_—_ 
* 


1 4 


rent Talents of a refined and polite Genius, and- 


The LIFE of in 


ns obſerye, that this, POEM: 
brought him into Favour and Eſteem with Two 
df the moſt eminent 7 A fie 

8 in Our one, 
famous ſor his Poli 2 ge and Univerſal 


 Leaming5 — ng or the diffe- 


lication to 1 _ 
|S higheſt — - 


2 


| Jeavours $0 diguiſe it, than if be had ſet it off with 


that Men of much Wit, 


and Patrom of 


bay age her —_— he. Was much reſpefted. by 


* 
Wy 
- - 5 * - 
he I 4 | - 


— 


| having. — ennobling the Vicious; and 


15 Poet, — at t ame Time: the Fideli 
of an Hifferian. This, indeed, was a Part 


A "FR 1d 0 b Xi 


of their Favour. and Mynificence. True it; is, 
that he never prais d any one with a ſordid Vier, 


nor ever ſacrificed his Sineerity to his r 


with the Spirit of a 


diſtinguiſhed him as much from almoſt all — 


of the Perſons, that they all appear Natural, =” ] 


Way for a 


Poets, as his Manner of Writing did; he being 
one of thoſe few who were equally averſe to Flat- 
tery and Detraction. He never went out of his 

or forced his Invention 
A ſublervient to his Gratitude ;. but interwove 

his Characters ſo well with the Thread of his 
Poetry, and adapted them ſo juſtly to the Merit 


Beautiful, and of a Piece with the Poem. If it be 
_ reckoned difficult to Lo prmengy 4 our Author 


Gees in ſuch 2, 


„ 


is nothing ga 


93 | 


them their proper 
Charms, bappily Aiting hes. them from. each 
other. In ſhort, to purſue the Metaphor, there 
in Coleus: e ſtiff or 
affected in his r | 
are ſo exact, that an_indifferent Eye may at firſt 


View, diſcover who fat for the Picture. 


From this general View of bis Writings, 1 ſhalt | - 
now paſs on to particular; of which it is tobe. WM 


wiſhed, there were a larger, as. well as a better, 


| 3 than the following Account. I have heard a Story 


"1h 4 


3 FRY who, unn \ ö 


of. Renter, — oh ED 


to which * Publick we the : 
„ 4 ranged WORKS. The. 
much Juſtice, wages be given to the 
hich our excellent Author 


F 


ts e of the 

„eee l xpreſſion. 

. The fame Humour is continued through the whole 

and not unna diverſified, as moſt Poems of 

| that Nature have Dy Out of that Va- | 
pot: ror 


| to.e 
— "i 0g e — er but his inimitab 
Dres could have made diverting to any, When 


* 
* 


8 * * 4 4 1 > ; 
. — * A 5 2 =p 
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provoke. 


2 every 


. ES IG Years after; 

for he was not ſo ſollicitous for Praiſe, as to haſten 
| even that, which by the Earneſt he received from 
the Publick, he might modeſtly aſſure Himſelf 
. would be a Procurer of it. 85 
ITE next of Mc Bris: wap adi tioned | 
BLEINHE IA; wherein he ſhews, that he 
could uſe the ſame ſublime and nervous Style 
as properly on a ſerious and heroĩck Subject, as 
he had. before done on one of a more | 
ludicrous Nature. We have ſaid before, at whoſe 


Mr Fonk ii | * 


we read it, we are betrayed into a Pleaſure that 
we could not expect; though, at the ſame Time, - 


the Sublimity of the Style, and of the 
Phraſe, ſeem to chaſtiſe that Laughter which they | 


Sik Bahr ant MG 
822 with borrewd Pride, the ® Buſtin | 


* 


| EEE 
e and, tho printed from an an incor- 8 


Copy, gained him. an univerſal Applauſe and 


Lmitators to work none ever came up to the 


eee 


hing new in it's Kind does) ſet man 


light d 


Requeſt this was wrote; tho he would willing | 


have declined that Und „ had not the pow» 


\ 
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® Fes Mr Smith's "IE — BE 158 
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ea N of his Friends A ee _— 
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The LIFE of * 


13 him, ao Hr up ks Neely vo . — 
| the Beginning of the acid, (if that be JI R. 
_ GL) and that of SPENSER's Fairy Queen. 


=_ . low and abje& Themes the g rou ling Mu 11. 
XN Ne mounts Atrial, to fing of Arms © 

-* Triumphant, and emblaze the Martiat 4a. 

„„ 


vd Sent is kept on the lame to the Eüd; 
1 the Whole -being full of Noble Sentiments,. and. 
F  _ Majeſtick Numbers, equal to the Hero yhous it 
extols; and not admitting of any Rival, (ex- 
| cept Mr Addiſon's Campaign Campaign) on the ſame Oc- 
= cafion. I cannot forbear mentioning one beauti- 
mul Imitation of VIRII, in his Digreffion upon 
4 | the Poetical Elium, where the famous - - « - - - 
Marcellus eris -- - is ſo happily tranſlated 
und applied, that it Mews the Spirit of VIRGIL. 
better than all the Labours of his Commentators : 
_  *There, A 
1 ſays © 


. _ ES” 
dee | 2 


Tun Addreſſes to his Patrons are very 


2 y fine 
artificial; the firſt, j xe nr oi 


ter of Enghb ME MIU appoſite to = 
- - Him, to whom all the Polite Hat of Mankin —— 
Free, e that of the A N 


. —— — 
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Ni mock below him, both in Segen and - = 
_ dene wich the ile Fables of Antiquity I 


ae Jonn rates 1 — 


bee genere, 
Onnibur ervater volurftt excellere Tehus, . Ws 


As 0 his 72 YD E R, OY is one (i 1105 pe 
nh) finiſh'd Poem, of that Length, extant in ou. 

Language; the Foundation of that Work was laid, 3 
and the firſt Book compoſed at _— ſe⸗ 
cond, for the moſt part, in Town. He was deter- 
| mined to the Choice of that Subject, by the vio n;: 
tent Paſſion he had, to do ſome Honour to hie 
Native 8 and has therefore exerted al! 
the Powers of Genius and Art to make it com plete. 
It is founded upon the Model of VIRGIEs W 
 Georgicks ; and comes the neareſt of any other, ta E 
that a irable Poem, which the Criticks 2 3 
to the Diyine Eueid. Yet, though it is eaſyj to 
diſcern who was his Guide in that difficult Way, 
we may obſerve, that he comes after rather like a 
Purſuer, than a Follower, not tracing; him Step 
| after Step, but chooſing thoſe Paths in which he 

might . All his Imitations are 
fat fra being ſervile, tho” ſometimes very cloſe z _ 
at other times, he brings CY and 
entertains us with Scenes more unexpected and 
Seb perhaps. than io MaddntrahomrChnar inns” 7 
"to thoſe who firſt ſaw & fopeir toll eh Conduct i 
and, even the admired © _ 


_ Succeſs 3: for the Frenchman either fills his: Gar- 


| rmations of ö and has, in. in 


__ then, -in avoiling to commit the ſame. - What- 


4, 2 & 5 
— ” 
8 q 
. 
0 


| | meal, the Retirement of a ——— Life, the 


2 dich as the due Praiſes of exalted Patriots, He- 
does, and Stateimen, "19 raiſe ud ennoble de 


; > 


| : 5 
1 > 
* „ 


tradition to his own Rules of + I 1 


Turns of OY I D 
in his Meta 


| 24 Nor has the great Genius 
df Mr CON Y ſucceeded better in his Books - 
of Plants, who, beſides the ſame Faults with the 
former, is continually varying his Numbers from 
on fort of Verſe to another, and alluding to re- 
_ * mote Hints of Medicinal Writers, which, though 
allowed to be uſeful, are yet ſo numerous, that 
212 the Die Fa vue and ſink 
Nt a Poem to a Treatiſe of Phyfick. It is 
not out of Envy to the Merit ef | theſe great 
Men (and who will ever be ſuch: In ſpite of En- 
vy) that we take Notice of theſe Miſtakes, but 
only to-ſhew the Judgment of him who followed | 


* — me — To — 
the hical Touches the 
Moral inftruQ, and the Gay Deſcriptions tranſport | 
the Reader. Sometimes he opens: the Bowels of 
the Earth; at others, he paints it's Surface; ſome- 
times he dwells. upon it's lower Products, and 
Fruits; at others, mounts to it's higher and more 
ſtately Plantations, and then beautifies it with the 
innocent Pleaſures of it's Inhabitants. Here we 
the Nature and Var A Rs 


3 the Difference of Vegetables, the Sports of a Ru- 


of the ochanick, contribute as apts to Aer 


bo 8 


5 blended the ſerious and ſublime Style of 
Reil, with the elegant 


11 lchs unter ä 
5 The Change of Seaſons, and their Di- 
; Macs, introduced by the Riſing and Setting of 
the Stars, the Effects of Heat, Cold, Showers, 
and Tempeſts, are in their ſeveral Places very or- 
namental, and their Deſcriptions inferior only 19. 
' thoſe of VIRGIL. 
Ir would be difficult, as well as uſclefs,. to give. 
; particular Inſtances of his Imitations of the laſt 
mentioned Poet : Men of Taſte and Learning will 
| themſelves obſerve them with Pleaſure ; and it 
would be to no purpoſe to quote them to the Illi- 
terate: To the one, it would- be a ſort of an 
Affront; to the other, but an inſipid Entertain 
ment, MILTON, 1 could re- 
peat the beſt Part of HOMER; and the Per- 
ſon of whom we write, could do the ſame of 
_F TRGTL, and by continually reading him, for- 5 
r 3 
This alone ought to be a ſufficient Anſwer to 
thoſe who. wiſh this Poem had been wrote in 
Rhyme, ſince then it muſt have loft half it's Beaus . 
ties; it Being impoſſible, but that the fame un- 
diſtinguiſhible Tenor of Verſification, and Re- 
turns of Cloſe, ſhould. make it very unharmo 
nious to a judicious and muſical Ear. The beſt 
— | Judges of our Nation have given their Opinions 
FF. againſt A 
greateſt Admiration and Succeſs, could not forbear 
condemning the Practice. Tam not i t, ta 
what a Height ſome modern Writers have carried 
tis Art, and adapted it to expreſs the moſt ſub- 
lime Ideas; yet this has been in much ſhorter 
Poems than ö and L. doubt not, but 85 
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The L IFE of 


a b 
* Jo wits upen the like Occaſion. I ſhall not fo far 
enter into the Diſpute concerning the Preference 
af theſe different Manners of Writing, as to ſtate 
_ and anſwer the Objections on each ſide. It is true, 
Mr DRYDEN thought that MILTO NS 
_ Choice of Blank Verſe from his Inabi- 
ty to rhyme well; and, as good a Reafon might 
ealily be given for his own Choice; it cer- 
tdidy. be had the 'perfeft Art and M one, 
aud could have been but ſecond in e other.. 
How vx, we leave this Queſtion to be de- 
— abled b thoſe, whoſe Studies and Deſigns to ex- 
Ol in „ may oblige 2 exact 
: For my part, I think it no more a Diſ- 
 Feputation to Mr PHILIPS, that he did not 
write in Rhyme, than it is to / 7RGTL, that he 
bas not compoſed. Odes or Elzgies. The Bent of 
and if we 
anſwer our Deſigns in that, it is ſufficient. The 
Criticks would make a Man laugh, to near them 
gravely di from little Hints of thoſe Au- 
- thors, whether /TRG IL could not have writ 


bitter Satire, or HORACE a good Epick 


Poem... 
Bur to return front this De to 


D 


a Gan; I would not have it thought that I preſume. 
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